Mapping the
cultural history
of Lunas

Bk

D1Gi1 Telecommunications Sdn Bhd
ran five heritage projects this year as
part of its corporate social responsibility
programme, Di1G1’s Amazing Malaysians.
In the fourth of a five-part
series on the children’s
unique experiences in the
projects, we present The
Heritage Architect of
Kedabh.
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&& We should never

F o TH “If you'ne deiving to Lusss, try not o snecze, because i you do, chances are you'll
i‘ﬂ[‘Et_t that our cities are mlss the fown,” siys Laarence Loh. DRGH's Amazing Malaysian in Kedsh may be
built on the backs of exagperating a little, but the fact remaina: Lonas fs indesd & small own.

industries like rubber Althouph it B only teo roads blg, thes town, 45 minutes away from Penang, contains,

. “the micsocoam of what Malaysks I8 todey: the colonkal history, the migrant's story. ..
in towns such as And if anyone should krow this particular story, It would be Laurence. For one, this
Tamas The impnrtanu:e ; i comservatbon architeet who brought beck to life the Cheonp Fatt Tze mansbhon has a

pacabongie inserest n the history of small sowns n genesal, But msore specifically, hls

grandfather, Lob Boon Mges, was one of thaes: immiprasts from China who founded
Lunas,

of towns like Lunas as

the basis of our nation’s

Given this conmecthon, i comes & no surprise that Leurencs was very enthuslastic

identity cannot be shout conducting The Heritape Architect of Kedak project with %0 secondary

: (L) 1 o JF sehoolchibdren from Lunas. After having carried oot moch hesitage work in otleer
denied. 7~ pants of the country, be was fisslly going to embark on & meaningfisl project “back home™. What's
TUNKU ALIZAKRI RAJA more, the project would bring pride and joy to the children of thelr own lite hometown
MUTHAMMAD ALIAS For thies moaths, the chikdren of Lunas trooped all over bown, speaking to the Jlocal residents abouat
gl ol s thelr personal stortes — when they came io Lanas, whese from, whet they did to cam their living,
Head of Corporate Affairs how meny members of the familbes were giill in Lures and how many had lefi... From thess stores,

they crested mind msaps linking peophe to bulldings and milesiones of ibe towa, They also recslved a
crash course on how architectune phves a good indication of when a building was construcied; and of
hovw ssch “dated” bubldings shoald be renovated In osder (o retaln this link with hissory.



€& Let’'s not forget that
the cultural history of
small towns contains
the microcosm of what
Malaysia is today: the
colonial history, the
migrant’s story...all

The students did a photo essay of the shophowses of Lunas, built muinly in the ) ' T encapsulated in U”‘f;,
15205, and gave comments on any changes made to the facades, as well as prowvided street towns like this.
suggestions on how these renovations coald have been betier dons, They also created

heritnge trails, that take visitors to all the interesting sites in fown — swch as a hoase - LAURENCE LOH -

in whhich there was a murder aempd; the first towkay's shophowses; the Chiness and
Indinn temples; the snake temple; the Soon mansion (huilt by another pienssr, Soon
Ah Eee) and even an obd smokehowse (helonging to the Lob fannily).

Lumns was built on rebber, The pionssring Loh, Soon and Lim Lean Teng made their
fortunes in this industry, To appreciate the importance of rubber, the children were
tnken o a Tubber estate, where they got to speak to rubber experts. They also produced
a selection of traditional games using nebber relatsd products. Ome of the mors
ingenicus games was congkak, in which rubber seeds replace the usual marbles|

Mot congent with inssrviewing the residents of Lunas, the children even went o
neighbouring Kualim and intermgated the people there, om their relationship with
Lumns, and the paths the two towns had taken since the sarly days. Dressed in yellow
DG T-shirts, thess chikdren made such an impression that when members of Badan
Warizan folloywed in their steps fo make their own enguiries on Kuelim, the toemsfolk
said; “'If you want o know abowt Kulim, ask the children im yellow. They ve been hene
already and know all about us!™

The young histori
Tiuday, all the reseanch material produced by the stodents 15 being oollabed and

packaged for display in the old smokehouse which has been renovabed and is

going to be tumed into a own museum, The hope & far visitors, and especially

school children from all over Malaysia, to wisit this musewm so they nealise

the significance of small fowns such as Lunas to the economic development of Bk - : 2
Malaysia. Al the same lime, who knows, lourists may also be inlerested i visiting Ihe textbooks don't
‘what for them will be an entinely novel kind ol musewmn. .. one moreoser which was mention E.l'l}'ﬂ.'l.il'lg about

fnnlt by the children of Lunas themselves, 1 oy,
Lunas, its buildings or

And, then, perhaps no-one will dream of soeezing while passig throogh. In fact, PP | ¥
they would mol just pass throagh. They will first stop a1 the mussum, absorb the its ]_'llHti_‘lI}". I'm HJ.E{{ 1
stary of Lumas, and then combinue on thear joarney.

got a chance to learn
about these, as this

Working on their is about my family too.”
research material E

— MUHAMMAD ADLI HAKIM, 14— Lufas. the

town rubber
buile

Someona whi 8 passionate about hertage? And who |z wiling 1o share this
pasaion with a group of youth of children?

OU ] DiGHis looking for fve Amazing Malaysians t run threa-maneh ratural, cu-
=, turel, soclal, bult and ant herttage projects next year, So, If you know of an
¢ ordinary person daoing extraorinary hertage work, please let us know.

= | (oo our wedsite at WWW.digi.COM.MY and submit an

| glectronic nomiration fonm. [ your nomines (s chosen as ong of our

| Amazing Malaysians 2007, you wil recaive 8 mobie phone

- % phus a DG postpaid ine with RM200 fres airtime per
rrrih vl for & yedar,

For enquinies, call 0162119718,

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 10, 2006
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